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WRITTEN QUESTION No 1166/79 

by Ms Clwyd 
to the Commission of the European Communities 

(26 November 1979) 

Subject: Indiscriminate searches of data banks 

What progress is being made to outlaw indiscriminate searches of data banks in membeV 
countries? 

Answer given by Mr Davignon on behalf of the Commission 
(14 May 1980) 

The real problem is that of restricting access to data banks to those persons authorized to 
consult them. A draft International Convention for the protection of individuals with regard 
to automatic processing of personal data is being discussed by the Council of Europe. 

As regards the section of the proposal concerning the flow of data across frontiers, the 
Member States, with the exception of Denmark, have adopted the common position that 
protection of the individual in the case of exchanges of information must be guaranteed in line 
with the opinion expressed by all members of the Council of Europe. 

When the Convention comes into force, this approach should make it impossible for personal 
data banks to be used indiscriminately outside the territory of the signatory parties. 

The Commission will continue to follow the negotiations attentively and will consider what 
further action might be necessary after it has studied the final text. 

WRITTEN QUESTION No 1248/79 
by Mrs von Alemann 

to the Commission of the European Communities 
(6 December 1979) 

Subject: Waste paper 

Approximately 85 % of waste paper could, in theory, be recycled. As, however, only 32 • 5 % 
is recycled at present, around 53% of paper consumption is lost to the Community's 
economy. This is equivalent, in the Community, to approximately 16 million tonnes of waste 
paper, which is at present disposed of, in the main, along with domestic and industrial waste. 
This is a huge waste of resources. 

1. Has there been any change in the Commission's policy on waste paper? 


